
 

CURRICULUM VITAE  //  KAYLA JEANSON 
 
WORKS - SCREEN 

●​ The Motto (work in progress) - Documentary (90 minutes) 
●​ Kitchen Dance (2025) - Documentary/dance film (12 minutes) 
●​ Unraveling (2023) - Co-Director - Screendance (5 min) 
●​ Growing Terrarium (2023) - Documentary (10 min) 
●​ Wild Ice (2023) - Circus film (7 min) 
●​ Entre deux ciels (Marie-Ève Dicaire, 2021) - Circus film (3 min) 
●​ New Humans (2020) - Circus film (6 min) 
●​ Labyrinthitis (2019) - Experimental screendance series (12 min) 
●​ Minokiikiinamahgewin (2016) - Documentary (21 min) 
●​ Shenanigans at Sunset (2016) -Documentary (22 min) 
●​ Walrus Sausage (2016) - Co-director - Animation/poetry film (2 min) 
●​ ...to be alone... (chor. Alexandra Elliott, 2015) – Director Screendance (9 min) 
●​ Descrambled Eggs (with Steve Currie, 2015) – Poetry/dance film (4 min) 
●​ The Presider (2014) – Screendance (5 min) 
●​ Push Parade (2012) Screendance (7 min) 
●​ Le Dernier Soir – (2011) - Documentary (5 min) 

 
WORKS - STAGE 

●​ The Beholder (work in progress) - Choreographer - Dance theatre (20 min) 
●​ Plays Herself (2023) - Dancer/Choreographer - Contemporary dance solo (13 min) 
●​ Feathers Become Her (2013) - Writer/Director - Dance theatre (25 min) 
●​ Trashbot Apocalypse (Winnipeg Fringe, 2012) - Director - Dance/media show (50 min) 

 
COLLABORATIONS  

●​ DNV (dir. Cristina Planas, work in progress) - Cinematographer - Performance & art film 
●​ Barbette (dir. Ess Hödlmoser, work in progress) - Cinematographer - Circus film 
●​ Vida (chor. Alexandra Garrido, work in progress) - Film director/editor -Screendance/art film 
●​ Diaspora (dir. Nicolas Montes de oca & Silvia Gertrudix, 2022) - Producer - Circus/dance 

performance 
●​ How to Raise a Ghost (dir. Mia van Leeuwen, 2020) - Video editor - Performance art video 
●​ VERGE: Dance Dialogues (chor. Stephanie Ballard, 2018) - Guest filmmaker - Dance show 
●​ Flesh + Machine (dir. Danielle Sturk, Winnipeg’s Contemporary Dancers, 2017) - Editor - 

Show 
●​ Murder Afoot (chor. Peter Quanz / Q Dance, 2013 & 2016) – Live camera - Dance 

performance 
●​ This is What It Feels Like (chor. Kelly Hargraves, 2016) – Cinematographer - Screendance 
●​ Exposed Nerves (dir. Madison Thomas, 2016) – Choreographer - Narrative/Screendance 
●​ Chase Scenes #1-58 (Ming Hon, aceart inc., 2015) – Cinematographer/Editor - Live 

Performance 
●​ The Exhibitionist (Ming Hon, University of Manitoba's School of Art Gallery, 2012) – Live 

Camera  
 
EDUCATION   
Graduate Certificate // Quantitative Business Studies // Concordia University, 2023-2025 
B.A. (Advanced)  //  Film Studies  //  University of Manitoba, 2005-2011 
Senior Professional Program  //  School of Contemporary Dancers, 2009-2011  

 



 

EXHIBITION 
 
Screenings: 
InShadow (Portugal), Multiplié Dance Film (Norway), Flatlands Dance Film Festival (Urbana IL), 
IndieCork Festival (2017 Award: Best Poetry Film, O’Bheal Poetry Film Competition), San Diego 
Underground Film Festival, Backup_festival (Germany), Winnipeg Underground Film Festival, 
Vancouver Island Short Film Festival (Victoria), Topanga Film Festival (California), Rendezvous with 
Madness (Toronto), imagineNATIVE Film and Media Arts Festival (Toronto), Gimli Film Festival 
(Manitoba), NSI Online Short Film Festival, Button Poetry (Video Contest winner), Screamdance 
(Brooklyn), Melbourne Underground Film Festival, Victoria Film Festival, Chicago International 
Movies & Music Festival, Breakthroughs Film Festival, Freeze Frame, University of Winnipeg Student 
Film Festival (Best Documentary, Best Cinematography), Member showings with Winnipeg Film 
Group and Mentoring Artists for Women’s Art 
 
Presentations:  
Embodied Interventions, co-presented by Ada-X (May 2024), DaCo Residency showcase (Toronto, 
August 2023), Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival (2009-2014, 2023), Prairie Dancers showcases 
(2015-2018), Harvest Moon Festival (Winnipeg, 2014), Manitoba Playwright Festival (Winnipeg, 
2013) 
 
Installations: 
Kitchen Dance at Galerie Buhler Gallery, Winnipeg (November 2025-January 2026), Terrarium 
exhibition at Age of Union, Montreal (April 2023) 
 
RESIDENCIES AND LABORATORIES 

●​ Technological Support Grant, Eastern Bloc & Scènes Interactives Technologiques, Montréal 
QC (2025-2026) 

●​ Maison de la Culture Mercier, Montréal QC (July 2024) 
●​ Laboratoires du cirque, TOHU, Montréal QC (January-December 2022) 
●​ Entrepreneurship and Innovation Lab, École nationale de cirque / CRITAC / La Piscine, ​

Montréal QC (November 2021 - May 2022) 
●​ Residency: Festival Quartiers Danses, Montréal, QC (August 2021) 
●​ Residency: TOHU, Montreal QC (May 2021) 
●​ Mentorship: Erika MacPherson, Mentoring Artists for Women’s Art, Winnipeg MB 

(2018-2019) 
●​ Museum Design Lab, New Media Manitoba, Winnipeg MB (Oct 2017) 
●​ Research Residency & Mentorship with Freya Olafson, Young Lungs Dance Exchange, 

Winnipeg (2017) 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

●​ Breakdance with B-girl Lynx, Montreal (Jan 2023-present) 
●​ Circus: aerial straps & hand balancing (2021-2024) 
●​ Workshops with Margie Gillis, Alexandra Damiani, Satoshi Kudo, Laja Martin, and Andrea 

Peña - Transformation / Danse à la Carte, Montréal (June 2023) 
●​ En Résumé! - Le Centre de création Limoilou et Machine de Cirque, Québec City QC (2023) 
●​ Les réseaux de diffusion au Québec et mon positionnement, La danse sur les routes du 

Québec, Montréal QC (September 2022) 
●​ RUBBERBANDance Group’s Winter Intensive, Montréal QC (December 2021) 
●​ Trip the Light Fantastic’s Summer Intensive, Montréal QC (2021) 
●​ Flying Low / Deep Movement Consciousness: Peter Jasko, Danse à la Carte, Montréal (2021) 



 

●​ (E)merging Technology and Collaborative Practice, Young Lungs Dance Exchange workshop, 
with Jennifer Essex & Harry Man, Winnipeg MB (2018) 

●​ Mixed Realities Workshop: Alexandra Zaccaria, New Media Manitoba, Winnipeg MB (2018) 
●​ Rokoko Motion Capture Workshop: David Russell, New Media Manitoba, Winnipeg MB 

(2017) 
●​ #Boxtape Workshop: Peter Trosztmer & Jeremy Gordaneer, Young Lungs, Winnipeg MB 

(2015) 
●​ Cinematography Masterclass: Ellen Kuras, Winnipeg Film Group, Winnipeg MB (2014) 
●​ Dance for the Camera: Constance Cooke & Grace Salez, Victoria BC (2012) 

 
OTHER RELEVANT EXPERIENCE 

-​ Freelance filmmaker - 2011-present 
Documentary filmmaker who has created work for broadcast on CBC, Fibe TV, and APTN. 
Specializes in dance and circus films, performance documentaries, and video for stage, web, 
or television. Clients include companies such as Les 7 Fingers de la Main, Le Monastère 
Cabaret du Cirque, ILL-Abilities Crew, Winnipeg's Contemporary Dancers, and Les Grands 
Ballets Canadiens. 

-​ Instructor and Mentor - Screendance and Production Basics - 2016-present 
Consults and mentors dance and circus artists and companies in video and film creation 
techniques and approaches, including focused workshops, long-term coaching, and college 
instruction. 

-​ Video Documentalist, Cirque du Soleil - 2019-2020 
Worked to create and disseminate archival videos of creation process to facilitate better 
communication and review of daily creation and staging. Recorded, edited, and organized 
footage of new show creations (Alegria, AXEL, and Drawn to Life). Created behind the scenes 
montages, filmed and edited marketing footage, and coordinated with projection designers to 
film material for use in the show.  

 
COMMUNITY WORK 
 
Member at many artist-run centres in Montreal and Winnipeg, including En Piste, Danse à la Carte, 
ELAN, Dancer Transition Resource Centre, and English Language Arts Network. 
 
Served on the board of Video Pool Media Arts Centre (2013-2017), Winnipeg Film Group 
(2018-2022), and Young Lungs Dance Exchange (2020-2025).  


